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Dr. Grit Martinez has academic roots in environmental history, linguistics and economy. Her research focus is on social-ecological systems in coastal regions worldwide, especially on the influence of culture on flood risks management. She is also interested in empirical analysis about interdisciplinary collaborations amongst the social science and humanities & the natural science, engineering and life sciences. Dr. Martinez is involved in numerous European and worldwide research projects, e.g. until recently in the project Resilience Increasing Strategies for Coasts (RISK-KIT).
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Abstract
Recent and historic high-impact events have demonstrated significant flood risks to many coastal areas in Europe. These risks are expected to increase due to climate change and the further development of coastal regions, and thus require appropriate prevention, mitigation, and preparedness measures. Consequently, the management and communication of risks has become a major question of public policy. 
It is well known that social and individual factors influence the perceptions of risk and the approaches to response. Thus, risk management is the result of social relations among people living in regions, which are characterized by the particularities of history, values and beliefs, political and legal traditions, economic resources, concepts of justice, interpretations of responsibilities, and structures of risk governance and others. Europe’s cultural heterogeneity and diversity offer rich materials for studying various risk management cultures and their implications for the execution of measures.
The keynote will address aspects of coastal risk management in relation to the socio-cultural context in various coastal regions, drawing on case studies from Europe and beyond. The keynote will also elaborate on the need for interdisciplinary collaboration among the social science & humanities and the natural sciences, engineering & life sciences by referring to empirical results from such collaborations.
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